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This week at St James 

 
We've had a bustling week at school as the children have been busy with their Autumn     
Assessments. These assessments help us understand their current learning levels, idenƟfy 
areas needing more support, and plan their next learning steps. This assessment period will 
conƟnue into next week. 

Year 6 had a great experience making soup on Wednesday with Apple of my Eye as part of 
their Design Technology work. Next week, Year 4 will have the opportunity to make burritos 
with them. 

Our Kindness Calendars are being sent home today, and we are excited to see how the     
children engage with them! Please share all the wonderful, kind acƟviƟes your children do 
on our TwiƩer (X) page. 

We are launching a new aƩendance iniƟaƟve on Monday. If your child aƩends school, on 
Ɵme, every day in December, their name will be entered into a prize draw. There are 12 
amazing prizes to be won! 

We are also looking forward to the Christmas Bingo next week. Thank you in advance for 
your support. All funds raised this year will go towards purchasing much-needed new iPads, 
classroom furniture, and repairing our outdoor play equipment. While we may not achieve 
all of this in one year, we will work towards these goals over the coming years. 

 

Father Michael has asked me to remind you about the  church  Christmas Fayre, this Satur-
day 10.30am-2pm.  There will be: CraŌs, cakes, jams & chutneys, wreaths, Christmas giŌs; as 
well as tombola & Raffle, and refreshments! 

As we live, learn, and laugh with the love of God, I can hardly believe it is December already! 
Enjoy this first fesƟve weekend, and I hope there aren't too many naughty elves around! 

Mrs Briers 

 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

COMPASSION 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

93.4% 

Reception 85.0% 

Year 1 95.7% 

Year 2 95.7% 

Year 3 92.3% 

Year 4 89.6% 

Year 5  97.7% 

Year 6  95.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.4% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 5 

There were  134  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Punctuality   
 
 

Pease ensure that your child arrives at school between 8:40am and 
8:50am. Our lessons start straight away in the morning with  retrieval 
Ɵme; therefore,  your child will be  missing valuable learning Ɵme if 
they  arrive aŌer this Ɵme.  
 
Please be advised that the school gates will shut promptly at 8:50am. Please do not be 
offended if  a member of SLT, or Mr Price,  ask you to go to the office if you arrive aŌer the 
this Ɵme.  
 
Any child arriving aŌer this Ɵme, will be  recorded as late  and in some cases they will re-
ceive an ‘unauthorised   absence’.   
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Christmas at St 
James’ 

Christmas Bingo  Thursday 5th December 5pm-7pm.  

Tickets are on sale from the school office.  
Christmas Movie Night- 

A  Muppets Christmas Carol 

Wednesday 11th December. 3.30pm-
5.30pm. Tickets available from the Office 

Christmas Jumper Day  Thursday 12th December—Please come 
in dressed in a Christmas Jumper for a 
£1 donation to ‘Save the Children’ (via 
School Money),  

Carols and Mince Pies-KS2 led Friday 13th December 9am. Tickets 
available from the school office.  

Christmas Dinner  Monday 16th December-If your child is 
normally has a packed lunch they can 
choose to have a Christmas Dinner. The 
cost of this is £2.95.  Please let the office 
know if a dinner is required.  

Nativity-Midwife Crisis  

YR, Y1 and Y2  

Tuesday 17th December and Wednesday 
18th December-3 performances of the 
Nativity for parents/carers to watch. 
Tickets available from the Office.  

Christmas Party Day  Thursday 19th December will be our 
Christmas Party Day! Children are     
invited to wear their party clothes on this 
day.  

Christmas Service  Thursday 19th December-Christmas   
service in church 1pm.  
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Neglect 

In our school, we care deeply about the safety and well-being of all our children. As part of our         
commitment to keeping children safe, it’s important to understand what neglect is and how we, as a 
school, have a responsibility to act if we believe a child is being neglected. 

What is Neglect? Neglect is when a child’s basic needs are not being met. This includes not providing 
enough food, warmth, clothing, or shelter. It can also involve not making sure the child is safe, healthy, 
or properly looked aŌer. SomeƟmes, neglect can also mean not geƫng the emoƟonal care or medical 
help a child needs to grow and develop. 

How We Respond to Neglect Under the guidelines of "Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024," 
schools like ours have a clear duty to protect children from neglect. If we believe a child is being          
neglected, we must act quickly. This means talking to the right people, such as social services, to make 
sure that the child gets the help they need. We work closely with families, but when necessary, we also 
make sure that children are protected by professionals who can offer the right support. 

Our school staff are trained to spot the signs of neglect and understand how to take acƟon to keep    
children safe. If you ever have concerns about a child's well-being, please speak to a member of staff. 
We are all here to help and protect the children in our care. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

 Snapchat 

 

Recent user numbers for the messaging app Snapchat currently sit at approximately 800 million and 
figures from data gathering company StaƟsta indicate that roughly 20% of those users are under 
18 .That’s a lot of young people parƟcipaƟng in this sprawling social media plaƞorm, many of whom are 
potenƟally unaware of the associated risks.  

  

That’s why  NaƟonal Online Safety  have  released  this week’s guide – also available in podcast format 
for those who want to listen on the go. It can be tricky to know how to safeguard younger users on 
Snapchat  but we aim to show you how, while also giving you in-depth knowledge of the online safety 
risks posed by this plaƞorm.   
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As we enter the fesƟve season of Advent, it's a wonderful opportunity to spread 
kindness to those around us. December is the perfect Ɵme to ensure that everyone 
at St James experiences hope, peace, joy, and love as we celebrate the coming of 
Jesus into the world. 

AƩached, you will find a ‘Kindness Calendar’ filled with a variety of daily kindness 
acƟviƟes that your child can choose to complete. Each acƟvity is explained on the 
calendar, including why it was chosen, and all tasks are free to complete. We en-
courage you to share your child's acts of compassion on TwiƩer or bring completed 
acƟviƟes into school for display. Please use the hashtag @StJamesCEsth. 

Throughout the month, we will be sending home cerƟficates to celebrate the chil-
dren who complete a range of kindness acƟviƟes each week. I am excited to see the 
wonderful acƟviƟes our children will complete and the kindness and compassion 
that will spread throughout the St James School Community. 

If you have any quesƟons, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. Lister 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

COMPASSION 

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Compassion’ 

 

RECEPTION Reah Dixon 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Bethel Ejimofor 

YEAR 2 

 

Sofia Bate 

YEAR 3 

 

Noah Siry 

YEAR 4 

 

Mohammad Al BaƟn 

YEAR 5 

 

Logan-James  

YEAR 6 MaƩhew Murphy 

Christmas Card Design  

And the winning design from St James is 
…….. From Aedria in Year 6. Well done! 
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PE Days  

Monday Year1, Year 2 and 
Year 3 

Tuesday RecepƟon and 
Year 4  

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 3 and  

Year 4 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 5 and Year 6 

   Clubs 

We are running the following 
aŌer school clubs this half 

term.  

· Monday (8am)-Fencing with Coach Phil 
(see leƩer sent) 

· Tuesday-Golf for Y3 and Y4 with Mr 
Moon and Mr Ratcliffe 

· Wednesday-Lego Club for Y1, Y2 and Y3 
with Miss Hunter 

· Thursday– MulƟ skills for Y1 and Y2 
with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y2,  you may receive a leƩer 
inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading Booster 
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SWIMMING 

Y6 have Swimming Lessons this half term. Their lessons are on Wednesday aŌernoons.   

Considerate Parking 
 

Please can we remind parents to be considerate when parking in the streets near to 
school. We have recently received an increase in complaints from neighbours and    
other parents. 

Please can we ask that parents avoid parking close to the crossroads between Lyme 
Street and Shaw Street and that parents do not park on the zig zags outside of school, 
unless this has been specifically agreed by school. 

This is to ensure the safety of our children. 

Thank you for your continued support 
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APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025, he or she will  
transfer to primary school in September 2025.  From Monday 16 September the         
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions  is open for parents who wish to apply online. 

You will be noƟfied on 16 April 2025 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 
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                                            NaƟvity  2024 
                                              RecepƟon, Year 1 and Y2 
 

The NaƟvity, this year, will take place on Thursday 
17th December at 13:30pm and on Wednesday 

18th December at 09:30am and 13:30 pm. Tickets 
are now on sale and will be allocated on a first 

come first served basis with an          availability of 2 
Ɵckets per family. Please return the leƩer received 

to school with payment to secure your Ɵckets.  
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St. Helens Virtual School 
 
We are reaching out to all our parents and carers to try and establish a link between you and St Helens 
Virtual School. The VS is here to support, advise, and guide all parents and carers who look aŌer a child 
or young person who is fostered, adopted, or has an SGO, Kinship carers, or CGO. 
We are hoping to create some email groups of parents and carers who we can invite along to training 
sessions, coffee mornings, events etc... as well as supply informaƟon, and guidance, provide online safe-
ty Ɵps, and keep us all up to date with the latest developments. 
 
Please provide us with your details below, if you would like to be part of these groups. Please be reas-
sured that any details you provide will not be shared with external agencies unless permission is provid-
ed and the email addresses will only be used to disseminate informaƟon or offer support. 

                                             

 
NavigaƟng Neurodiversity 

 
Helping your child understand their neurodivergent sibling can be challenging. It's important to explain 
what neurodivergence means in simple, age-appropriate terms. 

As a parent of a child with addiƟonal needs, you are likely very busy and may have had liƩle sleep or 
support. Giving aƩenƟon to siblings might seem like an extra task, but it doesn’t have to take much Ɵme. 
It's more valuable to give a sibling your full aƩenƟon for a short period than to spend a lot of Ɵme with 
distracƟons. Providing focused aƩenƟon to siblings can enhance family life for everyone. 

There is plenty of informaƟon and advice for parents at www.sibs.org.uk. Young Sibs is an informaƟon 
resource for young siblings aged 7-17. It has acƟvity packs to encourage open conversaƟons, helping 
your sibling child feel supported, understood, and valued. There are also comic strips to help siblings self
-idenƟfy and embrace their neurodiverse family. 

Find out more at www.sibs.org.uk/youngsibs 
 

 


