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This week at St James 
 

AŌer the challenges of last week's snow, ice, and wet playƟmes, it 
has been wonderful to return to a more normal rouƟne this week. 
The children have been fully immersed in their learning, and it has 
been a joy to see them engaging enthusiasƟcally with their new units 
of work. 

StarƟng this week, we will be awarding new cerƟficates in our        
CelebraƟon Assembly to those children who have shown excepƟonal 
effort in improving their handwriƟng. We believe this will encourage 
all our children to take addiƟonal pride in their work. 

I have parƟcularly enjoyed teaching in Year 3 and Year 4 this week. In 
Year 4, we learned about Viking beliefs in their Ready, Steady, Read  
lesson on Wednesday morning. On Thursday aŌernoon, Year 3 blew 
me away with their vocal performance of "Three LiƩle Birds" by Bob 
Marley.  

As always, we conƟnue to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs. Briers 
 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Courage 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



 
Introducing : Carole Bond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been a commiƩed member of St. James Governing Body for many years, first        
joining as a Parent Governor when my now grown-up daughter was a pupil at the school 
and then becoming a FoundaƟon Governor. 

Throughout the Ɵme I have been involved with the school, I have sat on a number of  
commiƩees, been an acƟve member of the PTFCA, undertaken the training required for 
this role and most importantly, believe act as an advocate for the school at all Ɵmes. 

Being a member of the governing body allows me to work in partnership with the school 
to ensure that the children’s best interests are first and foremost and that every child has 
the opportunity to learn, whilst having fun. 

My interest and support for the welfare and development of young people also includes 
work with two other local organisaƟons.  I am a unit helper with 26th St. Helens Brownies 
based in Haydock and I am the Club Secretary for Newton-le-Willows ASC. 

Professionally, I have worked in public service organisaƟons in a number of roles and have 
been involved in data analysis for a number of years, so I am always keen to use these 
skills to make improvements within school.  

I feel privileged to be a member of this governing body and help to make a posiƟve contri-
buƟon to the pupils of St. James. 
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Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.8% 

Reception 94.7% 

Year 1 87.9% 

Year 2 97.4% 

Year 3 99% 

Year 4 97.9% 

Year 5  96.8% 

Year 6  97.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is 95.5% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 3  

There were 132 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Social Media Awareness 

Social media is a big part of children's lives today, offering both benefits and challenges. According 
to Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2025, here are some key points: 

PosiƟve Impacts 

· EducaƟonal Resources: Access to learning materials and new skills. 

· Social ConnecƟons: Staying in touch with friends and family. 

NegaƟve Impacts 

· Cyberbullying: Online bullying can harm mental health. 

· Inappropriate Content: Risk of encountering harmful material. 

· Privacy Concerns: Sharing personal info can lead to privacy issues. 

What Parents Should Monitor 

· Screen Time: Balance online and offline acƟviƟes. 

· Privacy Seƫngs: Keep social media accounts secure. 

· Content: Ensure children view appropriate material. 

· CommunicaƟon: Talk about online experiences and concerns. 

· Behavioural Changes: Watch for signs of cyberbullying or exposure to harmful content. 
By staying informed and involved, parents can help children use social media safely and posiƟvely. Let's 
work together to keep our children safe online!  

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Top Tips for Staying Safe on Social Media 

With social media’s ever-growing popularity among children and young people, it’s important for adults 
to keep themselves apprised of the associated risks and help youngsters to navigate these plaƞorms in a 
safe, responsible manner. 

However, it can be difficult to know exactly how to protect children and young people while they use 
these apps. This  week’s   guide offers you expert Ɵps on supporƟng youngsters to enjoy the features of 
social media while avoiding the risks. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Understanding 

new knowledge and skills. 

 

RECEPTION Lily Paton 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Jacob O’Brien 

YEAR 2 

 

Andra Varga 

YEAR 3 

 

Emmanuel Ejimofor 

YEAR 4 

 

David Varga 

YEAR 5 

 

Roman McCabe 

YEAR 6 William Gartside 



PE Days  
Start (Mon 6th Jan 25) 

End (Fri 7th March 25).  
 

   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer 
school clubs this half term.  

 

 

· Tuesday -FAB Club for 
Y2 and Y3 with  Miss BarraƩ 

· Thursday– Sports Fusion  for KS2 

 

If your child is in Y6,  you may receive a 
leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading 

Booster Club.  

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

Lost Property Stall 
Tesco supermarket have very kindly donated some school 
shorts to our school.  They are mostly aged 10-11 and 11-

12 years old.  These, and other items from our lost property, will be available for par-
ents to help themselves to on Friday 24th January in the playground.  The stall will be 
available from 3.15pm. 

Any lost property leŌ over will  be donated to Tango in Haydock.  If parents are not 
able to make this Ɵme and are missing anything, or need 
any extra uniform, please get it touch and Miss BarraƩ can 
see if she can help. 

Monday Year 3 and Year 

Tuesday Year 5 and Year 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 1 and Year 
2 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2. 
Year 3 and Year 
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Chinese New Year Menu 

Please see below our special Chinese New Year menu. If your child usually has 
a school dinner, they will automaƟcally be offered the Chinese New Year menu 
on Wednesday 29th January 2025. If your child usually brings a packed lunch 
to school but would like to sample the Chinese New Year menu, please email 
school at stjameshaydock@ldst.org.uk before Friday 17th January.  
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